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Death of a child in care or care leaver -  

Notification to the Children’s Multi-Agency Resilience     

and Safeguarding (CMARS) Team 
 

Introduction  
 

Within North Lincolnshire notification of the death of a child in care or a care leaver should be made to 

the CMARS team via submitting this form to the email mars@northlincs.gov.uk. The CMARS Team will 

subsequently notify the Secretary of State for Education and Ofsted. Note: all emails must be sent 

by secure email. 

 

Working Together to Safeguard Children statutory guidance requires that local authorities should notify 

the Secretary of State for Education, and Ofsted of the death of a looked after child, regardless of 

whether or not abuse or neglect occurred via the Child Safeguarding Incident Notification System. 

 

Care leavers under the age of 18:  

• Where abuse or neglect was not a contributing factor in their death, a notification for the death 

of a care leaver should be made. A rapid review or local child safeguarding practice review is 

not required. 

• Where abuse or neglect was a contributing factor in their death, a children’s serious incident 

notification must be made and the full learning process, set out below, should be followed. 

 

Care leavers aged 18 or over: 

• Notifications should be made for the death of all care leavers aged 18 and above. A rapid review 

or local child safeguarding practice review is not required.1 

 

A notification should be made as soon as possible after the child in care or care leavers death. 

 

If you need advice completing this form please contact the Children’s MARS team using the contact 

details above.  

 
 

1 Working together to safeguard children - GOV.UK 

mailto:mars@northlincs.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
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Background information: 

Name of child/young person  

 

Date of notification to the CMARS 

Team 

 

 

Referrer: 

Name Agency and designation/title/role Contact details – address, telephone number 

and e-mail address 

 

 

  

 

Reason for notification: 

Death of a child in care Yes/No  

Death of a care leaver aged up to 24 

years Yes/No 

 

 

Incident outline:  

What happened?  

Any other person at risk? 

e.g child, sibling other care leaver 
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Characteristics of the case: 

Date of death  

Date of birth  

NHS number  

Home address  

Placement address (if applicable)  

Sex/gender  

Sexual orientation  

Ethnicity  

Disability  

Religion/belief  

 

Complete for a child in care only: 

 

Complete for a care leaver only: 

Was the care leaver a former unaccompanied 
asylum seeking child? 

 

Was the care leaver known to social care or 
agencies prior to the incident? Yes/No 

 

Children’s Social Care - please state details of 
involvement/date last contact 

 

Child in care only  

Was the child in care an unaccompanied asylum 
seeking child? 

 

Children’s Social Care - please state details of 
involvement/date last contact 

 

Health - please state details of involvement/date 
last contact 

 

Police - please state details of involvement/date 
last contact 

 

Other - please state details of involvement/date 
last contact 
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Adult Social Care - please state details of 
involvement/date last contact 

 

Health - please state details of involvement/date 
last contact 

 

Police - please state details of involvement/date 
last contact 

 

Other - please state details of involvement/date 
last contact 

 

 

 


