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Introduction

North Lincolnshire partners can follow a clear, multi‑agency 
response and referral pathway for concerns relating to 
child sexual abuse (CSA). This local pathway is aligned with, 
and supported by, the CSA Centre’s National Child Sexual 
Abuse Response Pathway, ensuring that all agencies work 
in a consistent, evidence‑informed and trauma‑sensitive 
manner. The local pathway outlines what professionals 
should do when they are worried about a child, how to make 
referrals, and what children and families can expect from the 
safeguarding system.

This Pathway underpins the North Lincolnshire CMARS 
Partnership Child Sexual Abuse Strategy by providing a clear, 
operational framework for multi agency practice.

Who the Pathway is for

The pathway is designed for all professionals working or 
volunteering with children in North Lincolnshire, including 
those in education, social care, policing, health and the 
voluntary sector. It supports a shared, consistent approach 
and strengthens the confidence of practitioners to recognise, 
act on and respond to concerns about CSA. 

How the Pathway supports practice

Professionals in North Lincolnshire use the CSA Response 
Pathway to guide their decision making whenever they are 
worried that a child may be being sexually abused or is at 
risk. It sets out what actions can and should be taken at 
different points in the response and helps clarify the roles and 
responsibilities of agencies working together to  
protect children.  
 
The effective use of this Pathway is supported by the North 
Lincolnshire multi‑agency training offer, including the NSPCC 
Developing an Understanding of Child Sexual Abuse  
(DUCSA) programme. 

This supports practitioners to build confidence in recognising 
indicators of child sexual abuse, responding appropriately to 
concerns, and applying the Pathway consistently in practice.

To book onto any of the free CMARS training, please visit the 
CMARS website.

The role of education settings

Local Authorities play a critical role in supporting schools 
and education settings to prevent, identify, and respond 
effectively to child sexual abuse (CSA), including child on 
child and group sexual violence and harassment. Education 
services, schools and education settings (including maintained 
schools, academies, PVI early years settings and childminders) 
are central to the core safeguarding offer within the North 
Lincolnshire CMARS Partnership and play a critical role 
in the prevention, early identification, protection, and 
ongoing support of children affected by child sexual abuse. 
The education safeguarding offer aligns with statutory 
safeguarding duties.

Education settings contribute to preventing CSA and 
identifying concerns at the earliest possible stage by:

•	 Maintaining safe, trusted relationships with children 
and young people, enabling worries or disclosures to be 
identified at an early stage

•	 Delivering age-appropriate safeguarding and relationships 
education, supporting children to understand consent, 
boundaries, online safety, and how to seek help

•	 Recognising behavioural, emotional, attendance, or 
attainment changes as potential safeguarding indicators 
rather than solely educational concerns

•	 Treating persistent absence, severe absence, reduced 
attendance, disengagement, and SEND as potential 
indicators of vulnerability, and escalating concerns through 
CMARS pathways using professional curiosity and trauma 
informed approaches, even where there is no  
direct disclosure

•	 Ensuring the child’s voice is heard, recorded, and remains 
central to assessment and planning

•	 Providing pastoral support, trauma informed responses, 
and access to trusted adults within the education setting

•	 Supporting access to specialist services such as The Blue 
Door, CAMHS, and Early Help, in line with agreed  
referral pathways

•	 Supporting children during transitions between education 
phases or into adulthood, ensuring continuity of 
safeguarding oversight

•	 Making reasonable adjustments to learning expectations 
where child sexual abuse has impacted wellbeing, 
engagement, or attainment

 
The role of the voluntary, community, 
faith and social enterprise  
(VCFSE) sector

This pathway applies to staff and volunteers working in 
voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise settings. 
VCFSE organisations are a key part of North Lincolnshire’s 
safeguarding system and may be the first to notice changes in 
behaviour, emotional wellbeing or circumstances that indicate 
possible child sexual abuse.

VCFSE practitioners are expected to follow this pathway and 
are supported to seek advice, share information and make 
referrals where concerns arise, even when they are unsure 
whether thresholds are met or where a child has not made  
a disclosure.

North Lincolnshire Children’s MARS Partnership Child Sexual Abuse Pathway 2026-2027
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A National evidence based 
framework applied locally

The CSA Centre’s Response Pathway is an interactive, online 
resource that builds on current legislation, statutory guidance 
and national safeguarding policy. It combines research 
evidence with insights from multi agency practice leaders and 
extensive consultation with victims and survivors of CSA. 

The CSA Centre piloted the approach in several local authority 
areas, using their learning to shape a practical guide for 
partnerships implementing the pathway. 

North Lincolnshire has drawn on this learning to embed the 
pathway within local procedures, ensuring a strong, informed 
and coordinated response across all services. The resource is 
centred on children’s needs, how they are feeling and what 
they hope will happen.

Links to start using the pathway are in section ‘Accessing the 
Pathway documentation and supporting Guidance’. 

Recognising concerns

All professionals working or volunteering with children in 
North Lincolnshire must remain alert to the signs, indicators 
and contextual clues that may suggest sexual abuse. Concerns 
about child sexual abuse/harm may arise through a disclosure 
by a child, an allegation made by another person, or through 
observations, indicators or third party information. A child’s 
disclosure is one form of allegation, but action must not 
depend on disclosure alone.

This includes concerns arising from:

•	 Direct or indirect disclosure or allegation 

•	 Behavioural changes or emotional distress

•	 Concerning behaviour from peers, adults or online contacts

•	 Observations made in education, health, community or 
home settings

Professionals should use the CSA Centre’s Signs and Indicators 
of Child Sexual Abuse tool to structure their thinking and 
recording. Links to the tool are in section ‘Accessing the 
Pathway documentation and supporting Guidance’. 

Practitioners should recognise that child sexual abuse and 
exploitation may overlap, change over time and present 
across multiple contexts, including within the family, peer 
groups and online. Concerns should not be dismissed due to 
uncertainty about labels or thresholds, and action should not 
depend on disclosure alone.

Immediate response

Where a practitioner has a concern about child sexual abuse, 
whether this is through a disclosure, an allegation or through 
observations and concerns without disclosure, they should:

•	 Respond calmly and sensitively, creating safety and 
reassurance for the child or young person

•	 Follow guidance from the CSA Centre’s Communicating with 
Children resource, using open, supportive and non  
leading communication

•	 Avoid leading questions, assumptions or investigative 
questioning, and do not promise confidentiality

•	 Record observations and/or the child’s words factually and 
promptly, noting what was seen, heard or disclosed  
without interpretation

•	 Consult immediately with your Designated Safeguarding 
Lead (DSL) or safeguarding manager for advice, support and 
next steps

•	 Request feedback on the action taken and re refer or 
escalate concerns (including through whistleblowing 
procedures if required) if you remain worried about the 
child’s safety

•	 If the concern relates to a member of staff or any adult in a 
position of trust, inform the Senior Manager/Headteacher/
Proprietor immediately. The concern must be referred to 
the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO).

•	 Where concerns indicate recent sexual abuse or potential 
forensic evidence, practitioners should refer to the Forensic 
considerations and SARC pathway section of this document 
and consult police immediately. Acute cases must not be 
delayed pending a strategy meeting.

If a child is at immediate risk of harm, contact Police on 
999 without delay.

North Lincolnshire Children’s MARS Partnership Child Sexual Abuse Pathway 2026-2027
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Seeking advice and consultation where CSA is identified 
or suspected

Professionals can seek advice at any stage if they are unsure whether the threshold for referral 
is met. Consultation can be sought from:

North Lincolnshire’s Children’s Services single point of contact

•	 Tel: 01724 296500 (9am to 5pm Monday to Thursday, 9am to 4.30pm Friday)

•	 Email: imap@northlincs.gov.uk 

•	 Tel: 01724 296555 (answerphone – out of office hours and at weekends)

All decision making should be supported by the North Lincolnshire Assessing Need and 
Providing Help document which can be found here:  Assessing Need and Providing Help

Where concerns meet the threshold for statutory intervention, professionals should refer to:

North Lincolnshire’s Children’s Services Single Point of Contact - For safeguarding referrals, 
triage, information sharing, details provided above or can be accessed via the cMARS website 
on the following link: CMARS | Report a Concern - CMARS

Contact can be made to Humberside Police for criminal concerns, immediate protection or 
urgent risks to the child. Home | Humberside Police

All referrals should clearly outline the signs and indicators observed and any relevant 
contextual information.

Multi agency decision making
Once a referral is received:

•	 North Lincolnshire children’s integrated multi agency partnership (IMAP) screens the concern

•	 Relevant agencies share information

•	 A decision is made on whether: 
o  Early Help is appropriate

	 o  A Section 47 child protection enquiry is needed

	 o  A multi agency strategy meeting should be convened

	 o  No Further Action is required

The CSA Centre Response Pathway (national framework) supports professional understanding 
of roles, responsibilities and next steps. 

Joint investigation and coordination:

•	 Police and Children’s Social Care undertake joint visits and enquiries where required, 
ensuring coordinated planning, shared decision making and consistent follow  
up communication.

•	 All agencies contribute to a clear multi agency narrative, with timely recording and 
information sharing.

 
Multi agency safeguarding approach:

•	 Multi agency responses should include specialist input where needed, with clear 
communication across all partners—including education settings—regarding safety 
planning, roles and responsibilities.

•	 Agencies work together to ensure risks are fully understood, plans are aligned and support is 
coordinated throughout the case.

Recording and decision making:

•	 Recording should reflect the child’s lived experience, observed indicators and professional 
analysis, rather than reliance on a single category or outcome. National learning highlights 
the importance of accurate, consistent recording to support safeguarding decisions, learning 
and system improvement.

North Lincolnshire Children’s MARS Partnership Child Sexual Abuse Pathway 2026-2027
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Forensic considerations

(For use by safeguarding and frontline practitioners when 
considering referral for a forensic medical examination)

This section provides clear, non graphic guidance for 
practitioners on when forensic evidence may still be 
recoverable, and when to consult police or SARC (Sexual 
Assault Referral Centres) clinicians. It is not intended for 
clinical examination use. It supports timely, appropriate 
decision making consistent with national child sexual  
abuse guidance.

Local Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC) pathways
In North Lincolnshire, children and young people who may 
require a forensic or child protection medical examination are 
referred through agreed local Sexual Assault Referral Centre 
(SARC) pathways. These pathways set out clear processes for 
acute and non recent cases, including when an examination 
can proceed without a prior strategy meeting.

See Appendix 1 for the SARC Pathway Document

A strategy meeting is not required prior to an acute forensic 
/ child protection medical examination. Where acute forensic 
need is identified, police should liaise directly with the 
appropriate SARC in line with the local pathway.

Purpose of forensic considerations
Forensic evidence can play an important role in CSA 
investigations. Practitioners should be aware of relevant 
timeframes, so they can promptly liaise with police and 
specialist paediatric forensic services when needed. Only 
trained paediatric forensic examiners (Forensic Medical 
Examiners FME) undertake examinations. 

General principles

•	 The child’s immediate safety, wellbeing and medical needs 
take priority

•	 Forensic medical examinations should be child centred, 
trauma informed, and carried out only by specially  
trained clinicians

•	 Practitioners should obtain only a minimal factual account 
and must not conduct any form of interview or examination

•	 Decisions about forensic evidence collection are made 
jointly with police and SARC/forensic medical services.

Timeframes for potential forensic evidence recovery
The following non clinical time windows help practitioners 
understand when a referral for forensic assessment may still 
be appropriate. These are drawn from Humberside Police 
organisation’s professional guidance.

Oral contact (possible DNA evidence)

•	 Evidence may be recoverable for up to 48 hours following 
the incident. 

Vaginal contact

•	 Forensic sampling may be considered for up to 7 days (168 
hours) post incident

•	 For pre pubertal children, evidence may be recoverable for 
up to 3 days (72 hours)

•	 Sampling may still be warranted even if protective barriers 
were reportedly used

Anal contact

•	 Forensic sampling may be viable for up to 3 days (72 hours)

•	 May still be indicated even if protective barriers were 
reportedly used

Digital contact or contact with an object

•	 Forensic sampling may be appropriate within 48 hours

Suspect focused evidence (Police Led)
Practitioners do not collect or advise on suspect evidence, but 
awareness helps inform timely police contact.

Hands and fingernails

•	 Possible evidence may remain on a suspect’s hands for up to 
48 hours, and longer (up to 7 days) if hands have not  
been washed

•	 Fingernail sampling may be considered within 48 hours

North Lincolnshire Children’s MARS Partnership Child Sexual Abuse Pathway 2026-2027
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Toxicology and additional evidence types
(For forensic decision making only – not collected  
by practitioners)

Blood samples (alcohol/drugs)

•	 Potentially useful for up to 3 days (72 hours)

Urine samples

•	 For bodily fluids or DNA: may be useful for up to 7 days (168 
hours), or 3 days (72 hours) in pre pubertal children

•	 For alcohol/drugs: usable within 5 days (120 hours)

Hair toxicology

•	 May detect certain substances for weeks to months, 
depending on growth rates.

•	 Typically collected 4–6 weeks after possible exposure

Skin and other trace evidence

•	 Skin swabs may be appropriate for up to 48 hours  
post incident.

•	 Specialist teams assess the relevance of other trace 
evidence (e.g., fibres)

When to refer for a Forensic Medical Examination
Referral should be considered when:

•	 The incident occurred within any relevant forensic 
timeframe above

•	 The child may have injuries, health concerns, or needs 
sexual health support

•	 There is a requirement to evaluate possible physical findings 
in a child centred medical environment

•	 Police advise that evidence collection is necessary

All referrals should be made through police/SARC processes in 
line with local safeguarding procedures.

Supporting the child during the process

•	 Explain that any examination is their choice, done gently, 
and focused on helping them

•	 Keep the child informed in an age appropriate, non 
frightening way

•	 Minimise repetition through good multi  
agency coordination

North Lincolnshire Children’s MARS Partnership Child Sexual Abuse Pathway 2026-2027
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Supporting children, young  
people and families

Within North Lincolnshire, a coordinated package of local 
support is available to children, young people and families 
where there are concerns about child sexual abuse, whether 
this is following a disclosure, an allegation or concerns 
identified through observation, indicators or third  
party information. 

These services work collectively to provide timely therapeutic 
and practical support, ensure children’s voices are heard, and 
coordinate multi agency safety planning. The local area offer 
is designed to make sure that no practitioner is working in 
isolation and that children and families receive a consistent, 
informed and compassionate response at every stage of the 
safeguarding process. 

Where a young person affected by child sexual abuse is 
approaching adulthood, practitioners must plan early to 
ensure continuity of safeguarding and support. 

Transition planning should begin from age 16+, or earlier 
where needs are complex or risks are ongoing.

Practitioners should:

•	 Identify at an early stage whether a young person will 
require ongoing support beyond their 18th birthday

•	 Discuss transition needs with the young person, ensuring 
their views, wishes and concerns are central to planning

•	 Work jointly with Children’s Social Care, Adult Services, 
CAMHS, adult mental health services, and specialist sexual 
violence services (such as The Blue Door) to agree  
next steps

•	 Ensure clear referral pathways are in place to adult services, 
with no gaps in support

•	 Share relevant safeguarding information proportionately to 
support safe and effective transition

•	 Maintain professional curiosity and escalate concerns if 
transition arrangements are unclear or delayed

Transition planning should be trauma informed, coordinated 
and clearly recorded, with oversight through multi agency 
processes where required.

The voice of children and  
young people

Practitioners must actively seek, hear and respond to 
the voice of the child or young person at all stages of the 
response to concerns of child sexual abuse. A child’s voice may 
be expressed verbally, behaviourally, emotionally or through 
changes over time and must not be reliant on  
disclosure alone.

Practitioners should:

•	 Use age appropriate, trauma informed communication

•	 Avoid investigative or repetitive questioning

•	 Recognise that trauma may affect memory, language  
and confidence

•	 Use creative, visual or non verbal methods  
where appropriate

•	 Revisit the child’s views over time, recognising they  
may change

 
Recording the child’s voice
The child’s voice must be clearly recorded in case records, 
distinguishing between:

•	 the child’s own words and expressions

•	 professional observations

•	 analysis and decision making

 
Where a child’s wishes cannot be followed due to 
safeguarding concerns, the rationale must be  
clearly recorded.

Using the child’s voice in decisions
Children’s views, wishes and feelings must inform:

•	 threshold and referral decisions

•	 safety and protection planning

•	 education and therapeutic support

•	 review and transition planning

Practitioners should explain decisions to children in an age 
appropriate way, particularly where outcomes differ from 
their wishes.

Working With Parents and Carers

Practitioners must actively engage, listen to and respond 
to the voice of non abusing parents and carers throughout 
the response to concerns of child sexual abuse. Their views, 
experiences and understanding of the child’s needs should 
be sought, respectfully explored and meaningfully reflected 
in assessment, planning and decision making. Practitioners 
should recognise the impact that trauma, shock, fear and 
uncertainty may have on parents’ capacity to respond, and 
provide clear, compassionate support that strengthens 
protective factors and promotes the child’s safety  
and recovery.

•	 Practitioners should use the CSA Centre Supporting Parents 
and Carers Guide when working with non abusing parents 
or carers (links are provided in the section Accessing the 
pathway documentation and supporting guidance).

•	 Fathers and all those with parental responsibility should be 
routinely included in meetings, assessments, planning and 
safety discussions to ensure a full understanding of family 
dynamics, risks and protective factors.

•	 Engagement with non abusing parents and carers should 
be consistent and purposeful, with their views accurately 
recorded and reflected across assessment, planning, review 
and decision making.

•	 Information relating to parents, carers and wider family 
members should be shared through multi agency processes, 
enabling all partners to hold a shared and aligned 
understanding of risk, support needs and  
protective options.

North Lincolnshire Children’s MARS Partnership Child Sexual Abuse Pathway 2026-2027
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North Lincolnshire Partnership offer 

The North Lincolnshire CMARS Partnership provides a 
coordinated, multi agency safeguarding system that ensures 
children affected by child sexual abuse are identified early, 
protected quickly, and supported through a consistent, 
trauma informed approach. Our offer brings together early 
help, children’s social care, police, health, education, specialist 
CSA services and the voluntary sector to deliver a shared 
pathway, shared language, and shared accountability across 
all agencies. 

CMARS supports practitioners through clear referral routes, 
high quality training (including the local DUCSA programme), 
consistent tools and resources, strong governance, and a 
developing data and performance dashboard that enables 
early identification of emerging risks. By promoting 
professional curiosity, strengthening the workforce, and 
providing a transparent local CSA Pathway, the CMARS 
partnership ensures that every child in North Lincolnshire 
receives a timely, compassionate and coordinated response, 
regardless of where they enter the system or whether there is 
a criminal justice outcome.

Together, our partner agencies provide complementary offers 
that create a seamless, joined up response to identifying, 
protecting and supporting children affected by CSA.

Children & Families:
North Lincolnshire Children’s Social Care and Children & 
Families provide a comprehensive safeguarding offer around 
child sexual abuse (CSA), beginning with the Integrated Multi 
Agency Partnership, where decisions are made, to consider 
the level of identified need/risk and if further statutory 
intervention is required.

Children’s Social Care leads Section 47 child protection 
enquiries where sexual abuse is suspected and works 
closely with police, health and other partners through the 
Children’s Multi‑Agency Resilience and Safeguarding (MARS) 
arrangements to coordinate safety planning and intervention.

The offer also includes access to CSA‑specific guidance, 
risk assessment tools and practice resources, such as 
CSE vulnerability indicators and wider Harm Outside the 
Home toolkits, to support practitioners to develop a clear 
understanding of risk and respond effectively.

Alongside statutory safeguarding, Children’s Social Care 
contributes to early help support where emerging risks are 
identified, working through the One Family Approach to 
strengthen families and support early intervention.

Workforce development is a key element of the offer, with 
practitioners able to access CSA, CSE and Harm Outside the 
Home training, direct work resources and continuous learning 
opportunities through the local practice hub.

Initial contact to Children and Families services can be made 
via: North Lincolnshire’s Children’s Services single point  
of contact

o Tel: 01724 296500

o Email: imap@northlincs.gov.uk 

o Tel: 01724 296555

Youth Justice Partnership:
The partnership is made up of the Youth Justice Team, the 
Child Exploitation Intervention Team (CEIT), DELTA and Youth 
Outreach Team.

•	 Youth Justice: Specialist support for children who have 
been referred by the police due to involvement in crime or 
anti-social behaviour, this will be through our out of court 
process and through statutory court involvement.

•	 CEIT: Specialist support for children who may be 
vulnerable to or experiencing child criminal and child 
sexual exploitation. This includes the local co-ordination of 
the National Referral Mechanism which seeks to formally 
identify children as victims of Modern Day Slavery at the 
earliest opportunity.

•	 DELTA: Specialist support for children who require support, 
intervention and education regarding substance misuse.

•	 Outreach Team: Working with children in the community 
to offer advice and guidance around community safety and 
positive activities.

 
Contact can be made to the YJP via:
Email: yos.admin@northlincs.gov.uk
Tel: 01724 297000

Harmful Sexual Abuse Panel: 
The North Lincolnshire Harmful Sexual Behaviour (HSB) Panel 
is a multi agency forum that provides oversight, guidance 
and coordinated planning for children and young people 
where concerns about harmful sexual behaviour have been 
identified.  The panel brings together specialist professionals 
from safeguarding, education, health, police, youth justice and 
other key services to ensure assessments, interventions and 
safety planning are consistent, timely and well coordinated.

How to Access the Panel

•	 Referrals to the HSB Panel are made via the HSB 
Practitioner Leads (Kev.Heath@northlincs.gov.uk,Stephen.
Murphy@northlincs.gov.uk). Once agreement is confirmed, 
a referral should be submitted to the Children’s Multi 
Agency Resilience and Safeguarding (CMARS) Partnership 
via email at: mars@northlincs.gov.uk. 

•	 Upon receipt, the referral will be screened and, where 
appropriate, scheduled for discussion at the next available 
panel meeting.

•	 The referrer is expected to attend the panel meeting to 
present the case.

•	 Following panel discussion, a decision will be made 
regarding allocation and next steps.

North Lincolnshire Children’s MARS Partnership Child Sexual Abuse Pathway 2026-2027
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The Blue Door:
The Blue Door (Humberside Sexual Violence Service) provides 
specialist support for individuals of any age, gender or 
background who have been impacted by sexual violence or 
abuse, regardless of whether a report has been made to  
the police.

•	 For children and young people, this includes:

o  Specialist Children and Young People’s ISVAs providing 
advocacy and support through the criminal justice process 
and beyond

o  Holistic support for the child or young person and their 
family, including advice and guidance

o  Support for non-abusing parents and carers

o  Recovery-focused interventions, including psycho-
educational group work (aged 16+)

Referrals are accepted from police, children’s social care, 
health, education and through self-referral
Contact can be made by:
Email: info@thebluedoor.org 
Tel: (01724) 841 947

Humberside Police:
Humberside Police work alongside The Blue Door, which 
provides specialist support for victims of sexual violence and 
abuse, including survivors of CSA. The Blue Door also has 
specialist Independent Domestic Violence Advisors embedded 
within the Humberside Police Control Room, providing 
real time support during incidents and ensuring victims are 
safeguarded promptly.

Humberside Police deliver and support key national schemes 
relevant to CSA. Sarah’s Law – Child Sex Offender Disclosure 
Scheme, allowing parents/carers to ask whether someone 
with access to a child has a record of sexual offences.

Humberside Police offer clear guidance on how to report 
CSA, including emergency response (999), non emergency 
reporting (101), and online reporting options for concerns 
about child abuse. Their website explains how to recognise 
abuse, who to talk to, and what happens when concerns  
are reported.

Probation Service:
In North Lincolnshire, the Probation Service contributes to the 
prevention and reduction of child sexual abuse through the 
supervision and risk management of adults who pose a sexual 
risk to children.

As a Responsible Authority within MAPPA, Probation works 
closely with Police, Children’s Services and wider cMARS 
partners to assess risk, share information, manage behaviours 
and deliver targeted interventions. This partnership approach 
supports early identification, disruption of risk and a child 
centred safeguarding response focused on preventing  
further harm.

Probation provides their practitioners with training to 
ensure they can work in a trauma informed way, recognising 
that CSA is often hidden, under reported and complex, 
requiring our practitioners to maintain professional curiosity, 
challenge minimisation and grooming behaviours and support 
partnership agencies to understand how adult behaviour, 
compliance and lifestyle factors impact child safety.

Email: Yathps.safeguardingNLincs@justice.gov.uk
Tel: 01724 861222

Health Services

•	 Rotheram, Doncaster and South Humberside (RDaSH) 
0-19 Service: The 0–19 (25SEND) Health & Well-being 
service provides a universal, trusted safeguarding 
function that plays a critical role in the prevention, early 
identification, and response to child sexual abuse. Through 
routine contact with children, young people and families, 
the service is well placed to recognise early indicators of 
CSA, including sexual exploitation, online harm and peer 
on peer abuse. Practitioners use a child centred, trauma 

informed approach to listen to the voice of the child, 
respond appropriately to disclosures, and assess risk within 
the wider family and social context, ensuring concerns are 
identified early and escalated proportionately.  Where CSA 
risks or concerns are identified, the service demonstrates 
timely safeguarding action through effective information 
sharing, appropriate referral to Children’s Social Care 
and active contribution to multi agency safeguarding 
arrangements, including strategy discussions, child 
protection conferences and ongoing plans. The 0–19 service 
also delivers preventative education on periods, pads and 
puberty, healthy relationships and online safety delivered 
via classroom sessions and corridor workshops. The service 
provides targeted support for vulnerable children below 
statutory thresholds, ensuring early help plans are in 
place. Robust safeguarding governance, supervision and 
training arrangements provide assurance that safeguarding 
responsibilities are consistently embedded in practice and 
aligned with statutory guidance, ensuring children and 
young people are safeguarded effectively across the 0–19 
age range. 

•	 RDaSH CAMHS: CAMHS staff are required to maintain 
level 3 compliance with safeguarding training, the training 
provided by RDaSH includes information around childhood 
sexual abuse.  We also provide links to various resources as 
part of the blended learning approach to training. CAMHS 
staff are encouraged to share any concerns they have with 
the safeguarding team and other agencies as required.  
RDaSH encourage staff to be professionally curious and 
ask about relationships, both within families and external 
to them.  RDaSH CAMHS would liaise with education and 
utilise the blue door for any support or expert advice when 
working with young people who may be suffering/have 
suffered from sexual abuse. To contact CAMHS: 
 
Email: rdash.northlincscamhs@nhs.net 
Tel: 01724 408 460
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•	 RDaSH - With Me in Mind (WMIM): WMIM is an education 
based mental health support service working with schools 
across North Lincolnshire. The service provides early 
intervention and preventative support for children and 
young people, including support for CSE.WMIM has three 
core functions:

o	 Delivering evidence based interventions for pupils in 
Years 3–13 experiencing mild to moderate mental health 
difficulties

o	 Supporting schools to develop a whole school approach to 
mental health in partnership with the designated mental 
health lead

o	 Providing timely advice and consultation to schools and 
colleges

	 WMIM works closely with key partners, including 
education and social care, to ensure information is shared 
appropriately and in line with local guidance.   Education 
staff can request a consultation with a Senior Mental 
Health Practitioner to discuss concerns about a young 
person. Consultations provide an opportunity to explore 
the child’s needs, receive advice on appropriate support 
within the education setting, including trauma informed 
approaches for CSE, and identify suitable school based 
interventions. They also support multi agency collaboration 
where appropriate.  The child’s voice is central to every 
consultation and is recorded and reflected in planning. 
Signposting and facilitating referrals to other services is 
an essential component of the consultation process, with 
WMIM acting as a bridge into more specialist services such 
as CAMHS or Changing Lives.  To contact WMIM email: 
rdash.wmim-nlincs@nhs.net

•	 Humber Health Partnership - Sexual Assault Referral 
Centre (SARC): The Anlaby Suite Child Sexual Assault 
Assessment Service (CSAAS). SARCs exist to ensure that 
victims receive help in a safe environment. They play a 
vital role in safeguarding health and wellbeing, preserving 
forensic evidence, and supporting individuals through the 
recovery process. Humberside SARC provide specialist, 
trauma informed medical care for children and young 
people, under the age of 18 years. In North Lincolnshire, 
acute cases must not be delayed pending a strategy 
meeting. Where recent sexual abuse is suspected, police 

liaise directly with Sheffield Children’s SARC (acute cases). 
In the event of non-recent allegations, a social worker or 
police officer may refer to the Anlaby Suite in line with 
the local SARC pathway, following a strategy meeting and 
threshold having been met for Section 47 (single or joint 
investigation). Full operational guidance is set out in the 
CSA Pathway.  For the referral pathway please see  
Appendix 1.

Family Hubs, North Lincolnshire Council:
All services within the Best Start for Families Hub (BSFH) 
actively respond to child sexual abuse and exploitation. 
Identifying abuse is everyone’s responsibility – all Family 
Hub staff are trained to see this as part of everyday practice, 
not a specialist role. Staff are confident in recognising signs 
and indicators of abuse and in having safe, age appropriate 
conversations with children, parents and carers.  Practice will 
reflect the fact that some parents and carers using Family 
Hubs may themselves be children or young adults.  Staff 
clearly understand safeguarding responsibilities and act 
quickly when concerns are identified.  Timely referrals are 
made to Children’s Social Care and the Police so children are 
protected without delay and the Early Intervention Police 
team are present in Family hubs throughout the week for 
direct conversations with families.  Family Hubs already act as 
a gateway to wider support, connecting children and families 
to advice, therapeutic help and targeted services through 
Family Help and partner agencies. Support is coordinated, 
trauma informed and family centred, recognising the impact 
of abuse on the whole family.  The Blue Door offer an ISVA 
drop in within the Family Hubs for anyone to access at 
anytime.  The online NL Family Hub offer provides accessible 
information on:

•	 Signs and indicators of child sexual abuse and exploitation

•	 How and where to seek help

•	 Local commissioned sexual abuse services

•	 What to do and who to contact in an emergency

Staff can access high quality, evidence based resources and 
free training from the Centre of Expertise on Child Sexual 
Abuse, including learning on intrafamilial abuse and  
local prevalence.

Further developments going forward as part of the new 
guidance is for North Lincolnshire to develop local expertise 
by training multi agency Child Sexual Abuse Practice 
Leads within Family Hubs to provide advice, challenge and 
professional support and improve consistency across the 
network with the wider partnership network.

Contact can be made via:
Email: Family.Hubs@northlincs.gov.uk 
Tel: 01724 296500

Preparation for Adulthood Team:
The partnership continues to strengthen transition planning 
for young people affected by child sexual abuse as they move 
into adult services. 

This includes:

•	 Early identification of young people approaching transition 
(from age 16+) within CSA related plans

•	 Joint planning between Children’s Social Care, Adult 
Services, CAMHS, adult mental health services and specialist 
sexual violence services

•	 Clear signposting and referral routes to adult support, 
including trauma informed and sexual violence services

•	 Support for continuity of trusted relationships  
where appropriate

•	 Monitoring of transition arrangements through quality 
assurance and audit activity

•	 Transition planning will be child centred, coordinated, and 
informed by the young person’s views

Access to the team can be made via email:  
P4adulthood@northlincs.gov.uk
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Local Authority support to schools 
and education settings

The key support available to schools and education 
practitioners across all education settings, including PVI early 
years settings and childminders, when responding to concerns 
about child sexual abuse, child on child sexual violence, and 
harmful sexual behaviour from the Local Authority is  
shown below.

Statutory guidance and policy support
The Local Authority supports schools to meet their statutory 
safeguarding responsibilities, including those set out in 
Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) and related 
legislation. This pathway is aligned with KCSIE and provides a 
local framework to support education settings in recognising 
and responding to safeguarding concerns, including child 
sexual abuse, child sexual exploitation, online sexual harm, 
and child on child sexual violence and harassment.

This includes support with:

•	 Interpreting new and updated safeguarding legislation and 
statutory guidance

•	 Maintaining compliant safeguarding and child  
protection policies

•	 Understanding legal duties related to reporting, 
information sharing, and responding to disclosures of 
sexual abuse, sexual violence, and sexual harassment

•	 This ensures consistency of practice across education 
settings and alignment with national  
safeguarding expectations.

Access to multi‑agency safeguarding partnerships
The LA coordinates and facilitates schools’ access to 
multi‑agency safeguarding arrangements, including:

•	 Multi‑Agency Safeguarding Hubs (SPOC / IMAP)

•	 Children’s Social Care

•	 Police child protection teams

•	 Early Help and family support services

•	 Operation Encompass

Education Safeguarding Officers and School Improvement 
Officers (Safe Schools and Settings) provide daily access, 
including during school holidays, to advice and support. These 
partnerships jointly assess and respond to concerns  
relating to:

•	 Child sexual abuse

•	 Child sexual exploitation (CSE)

•	 Online sexual harm

•	 Harmful sexual behaviour (HSB) 

This approach reflects KCSIE’s emphasis on multi‑agency 
working in cases involving sexual harm.

Training and professional development
The LA, through Education Standards, School Improvement 
and CMARS, provides a comprehensive training offer to 
schools, including:

•	 Role specific training for Designated Safeguarding  
Leads (DSLs)

•	 Training on CSA, harmful sexual behaviour, and child on 
child abuse

•	 Whole school safeguarding CPD addressing sexual violence, 
sexual harassment, misogyny, and online harms

•	 Training on CSE, domestic abuse links, youth produced 
sexual imagery, and trauma informed practice 

This ensures staff are equipped to recognise, respond to, and 
manage sexual harm effectively.

Managing child on child sexual violence and harassment
The LA provides guidance and advice to schools on managing 
incidents of child on child sexual violence and  
harassment, including:

•	 Responding to reports and disclosures

•	 Immediate safety planning and risk management

•	 Multi agency referrals and information sharing

•	 Attendance management, timetable adjustments, and 
separation where required

•	 Supporting both victims and alleged perpetrators

This aligns with Part Five of KCSIE, which sets out expectations 
for managing sexual violence and sexual harassment  
between children.

Specialist advice, consultation and casework support
Education Safeguarding Officers and School Improvement 
Officers provide specialist advice and consultation, including:

•	 Case consultations and advice on emerging concerns

•	 Support with complex or “stuck” cases

•	 Advice on thresholds and referral pathways

•	 Representation of schools at CMARS strategic and sub 
group meetings

•	 Attendance at missing meetings, strategy discussions, and 
child protection conferences (including during  
school holidays)

•	 Chairing the Education Sub Group and supporting  
annual DSL and Children and Young People  
Safeguarding Conferences

In addition, School Improvement Officers offer safeguarding 
reviews and leadership advice to schools and settings  
as required.
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Support for vulnerable groups
The LA ensures that schools receive tailored safeguarding 
support for children at increased risk of sexual abuse, 
including:

•	 Children with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND)

•	 Children in alternative provision or education

•	 Children experiencing domestic abuse

•	 Children with mental health needs

This reflects national guidance highlighting enhanced 
vulnerability and the importance of early help.

Curriculum, prevention and whole school culture
The LA supports schools to strengthen prevention through:

•	 Advice on RSHE curriculum content relating to consent, 
healthy relationships, and online safety

•	 Promoting a whole school culture that challenges sexual 
harassment and harmful sexual behaviour

•	 Supporting safeguarding audits, self evaluation tools, and 
policy development

•	 Signposting to national resources (e.g. NSPCC programmes 
and materials)

Quality assurance, audits and compliance
The LA safeguarding partnership supports schools through 
robust quality assurance processes, including:

•	 Section 175/157 audits

•	 Safeguarding deep dives and reviews

•	 Pre  and post Ofsted advice and guidance

•	 Ensuring safeguarding policies reflect current CSA  
related requirements

•	 Supporting schools in responding to Ofsted findings 
relating to sexual harm

•	 Capturing and evidencing the Voice of the Child

To contact the team please see below:
Virtual School and Inclusion - Education Inclusion 
Officers for individual schools 01724 297502 or 
educationinclusioncandc@northlincs.gov.uk
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Accessing the CSA Pathway documentation and supporting guidance 

To strengthen professional confidence and ensure a consistent, evidence informed response across North Lincolnshire, the CSA Pathway incorporates a suite of specialist resources developed 
by the CSA Centre. These tools support practitioners in recognising concerns, responding safely, and working effectively with children, young people and families.

All practitioners should use the core CSA resources that underpin this pathway. These documents provide clear guidance on recognising indicators of concern, responding to disclosures or 
emerging worries, making referrals, and understanding thresholds for statutory intervention. They ensure professionals know the steps to take, what good practice looks like, and where to 
access further advice, tools or support.

Please find links to the documentation for you to access below.

Document Name About the document Link to the document/
where to access

An introduction to the 
Child Sexual Abuse 
Response Pathway

CSA Centre Resource

Overview of the Child Sexual Abuse Response Pathway - evidence‑based framework developed by the CSA Centre to guide 
professionals in responding effectively when there are concerns that a child is being or has been sexually abused. It explains the 
purpose of the pathway, to bring clarity to roles, responsibilities, and key decision points, while centring the needs, safety, and 
perspectives of children and their families. 

An Introduction to the CSA 
Response Pathway 

The Response Pathway

CSA Centre Resource

A link to start using the interactive online resource to guide your response to concerns of child sexual abuse. The Response Pathway 
sets out how to respond to concerns of child sexual abuse at key points: from first concerns and early help safeguarding through to 
child protection and criminal justice responses. Throughout, it focuses on meeting the needs of children and their families.

Child Sexual Abuse 
Response Pathway |  
CSA Centre

The signs and indicators 
template

CSA Centre Resource

The signs and indicators template is designed to provide a common language amongst professionals to discuss, record and share 
concerns that a child is being, or has been, sexually abused.

In North Lincolnshire, this tool should be used as part of:

 •	 case formulation

 •	 reflective supervision

 •	 safeguarding discussions led by designated safeguarding leads

Signs and indicators of 
child sexual abuse |  
CSA Centre

Supporting parents and 
carers: A guide for those 
working with families 
affected by child  
sexual abuse

CSA Centre Resource

The guide is designed to help any practitioner works with non abusing parents/carers and their children to understand how to 
offer a supportive, informed response when there are concerns about child sexual abuse. It explains how CSA can affect children 
and families, why parents need compassionate professional support, and what good practice looks like when responding, 
communicating and signposting to further help.

Supporting parents and 
carers: A guide for those 
working with families 
affected by child  
sexual abuse

Communicating with 
Children

CSA Centre Resource

This guide supports professionals in having safe, sensitive and child centred conversations about concerns of sexual abuse. 

It explains:

 •	 what may be happening for a child

 •	 what makes it difficult for children to speak out

 •	 how professionals can build trust and confidence to help a child talk

Communicating with 
children | CSA Centre
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Additional Resources

Sibling sexual abuse and behaviour (CSA Centre Resource)
The resources below support professionals to improve 
their understanding of the nature and consequences of 
sibling sexual behaviour and abuse, and how to navigate key 
decisions to best support the whole family. North Lincolnshire 
will use this guide to support decision making where sibling 
related concerns arise.

•	 Sibling sexual abuse and behaviour | CSA Centre

•	 Sibling sexual abuse: A knowledge and practice overview

•	 Sibling sexual behaviour: A guide to responding to 
inappropriate, problematic and abusive behaviour

Safety Planning in Education (CSA Centre Resource)
These guide support schools and education settings to 
respond safely and proportionately when incidents of 
harmful sexual behaviour occur. It includes a safety planning 
template, advice on communication with children and families 
and wider practice guidance for managing risk in education 
environments. North Lincolnshire education partners should 
use this tool when developing safety plans  
following incidents. 

•	 Safety planning in education: A guide for professionals 
supporting children following incidents of harmful  
sexual behaviour

•	 Resources for education settings | CSA Centre

•	 Communicating with children: A guide for education 
professionals when there are concerns about sexual abuse 
or behaviour

Child sexual abuse in online context (CSA Centre Resource)
Child sexual abuse in online contexts is an increasingly 
significant area of safeguarding practice, as digital 
technology, social media and online communication now form 
a routine part of children’s daily lives. Research shows that 
online environments feature in almost all forms of child sexual 
abuse, with adults using digital platforms to contact, groom, 
exploit, or coerce children, as well as to create, view or share 
abusive imagery. 

This section of the pathway draws on the CSA Centre’s 
research papers - Child sexual abuse by adults in online 
contexts and Harmful sexual behaviour in online contexts to 
support practitioners in recognising, assessing and responding 
effectively to online‑related harm, ensuring that children’s 
safety, voice and wellbeing remain central throughout.

•	 Child sexual abuse by adults in online contexts | CSA Centre

•	 Harmful sexual behaviour in online contexts | CSA Centre

The Data Insights Hub (CSA Centre Resource)
The Data Insights Hub uses interactive maps and charts to 
allow users to easily view local data on child sexual abuse, and 
to compare this to other areas with similar characteristics. 
It makes the data that is currently available more easily 
accessible by enabling users to compare local child sexual 
abuse data to that within a national context, helping 
them understand how an area is performing in terms of 
identification rates and in support. 

•	 The Data Insights Hub
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https://www.csacentre.org.uk/app/uploads/2023/09/Communicating-with-children-education.pdf?_rt=NnwxfHNhZmV0eSBwbGFubmluZyBpbiBlZHVjYXRpb24gfDE3NzM2NTc0MTA&_rt_nonce=2f08f14fac
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/research-resources/key-messages/key-messages-from-research-on-child-sexual-abuse-by-adults-in-online-contexts/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/research-resources/key-messages/harmful-sexual-behaviour-in-online-contexts/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/data-insights-hub/
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Key contacts and support services 
for responding to child sexual abuse 

This section provides additional information on local and 
national support services.

•	 Youth Justice Services - Youth Justice Partnership - North 
Lincolnshire Council

•	 The Blue Door – Specialist Sexual Violence Support  
What is sexual violence & abuse? - The Blue Door

•	 Police (101/999) – Guidance on When and How to Report 
Concerns Home | Humberside Police

•	 Family Hubs – Practical and Early Support for Families - 
Family Hubs and Best Start in Life - North Lincolnshire 
Council

•	 Rotheram, Doncaster and South Humberside (RDaSH) 
CAMHS - Child and adolescent mental health service 
(CAMHS) – Rotherham Doncaster and South Humber NHS 
Foundation Trust (RDaSH)

•	 RDaSH With Me In Mind (WMIM) - With me in mind – 
Rotherham Doncaster and South Humber NHS Foundation 
Trust (RDaSH)

•	 North Lincolnshire Safeguarding Adults Board - North Lincs 
SAB | North Lincs SAB

•	 NSPCC - Report child abuse | NSPCC

•	 Childline - Childline | Free counselling service for kids and 
young people | Childline

•	 Samaritans - Contact Us | Samaritans

•	 The CSA Centre website provides a single, easy‑to‑navigate 
directory of over 350 support services, allowing users to 
quickly find the help they need, by postcode or region, 
with clear contact details and information on the types of 
support offered, including therapy, counselling, helplines 
and online chats. Get support | CSA Centre

National specialist services 
supporting prevention and harmful 
sexual behaviour 

Alongside local safeguarding arrangements and statutory 
processes, practitioners should be aware of a range of 
national specialist services that provide confidential advice, 
early intervention and specialist support to reduce risk and 
prevent further harm. These services can support children, 
young people, parents, carers and individuals who are worried 
about harmful sexual thoughts or behaviour, including where 
there is no current disclosure or criminal justice outcome.

These services do not replace safeguarding duties. Where 
there are concerns about a child’s safety, practitioners must 
continue to follow this CSA Pathway, including consultation 
with Children’s Social Care and Police where appropriate. 
However, early access to specialist support can be an 
important part of a harm reduction and prevention approach, 
alongside safeguarding planning.

Lucy Faithfull Foundation / Stop It Now! (UK wide)
Provides confidential advice and support to:

•	 individuals concerned about their own sexual thoughts  
or behaviour

•	 parents and carers worried about a child or another adult

•	 professionals seeking consultation on managing risk and 
reducing harm 

The Foundation also offers specialist assessments, 
interventions and consultancy in relation to harmful  
sexual behaviour.

Stop It Now! Helpline
A confidential helpline for anyone:

•	 worried about sexual thoughts or behaviour

•	 concerned about the behaviour of someone else

•	 seeking advice on how to reduce risk and keep children safe

Shore (Lucy Faithfull Foundation)
Provides anonymous support for children and young people 
who are worried about their own sexual behaviour, helping 
them understand what is happening and access appropriate 
help at an early stage.

NSPCC Harmful Sexual Behaviour (HSB) Programmes
Structured, evidence based interventions for children and 
young people displaying harmful or problematic sexual 
behaviour, supporting safety, accountability and longer term 
behaviour change.

Practitioners should consider signposting to these services 
where appropriate, particularly:

•	 as part of early help or prevention planning

•	 alongside work with non abusing parents and carers

•	 where concerns relate to emerging or lower level harmful 
sexual behaviour

•	 to support risk reduction alongside statutory safeguarding 
or youth justice processes 

Use of these services should be clearly recorded, discussed 
through supervision, and aligned with multi agency plans to 
ensure a coordinated and child centred response.
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Research and National Guidance

•	 Research & Resources | CSA Centre

•	 What you need to know about child sexual abuse |  
CSA Centre

•	 Key messages from research | CSA Centre

•	 Research & evidence | CSA Centre

•	 Practice resources | CSA Centre

•	 Support Matters | CSA Centre

•	 Protecting children from sexual abuse | NSPCC Learning

•	 NSPCC Resources | NSPCC Learning

•	 Insights on intrafamilial sexual abuse | NSPCC Learning

•	 PANTS resources for schools and teachers | NSPCC Learning

•	 Summary of the National audit on group-based child sexual exploitation and abuse | NSPCC Learning

•	 Statistics on child sexual abuse | NSPCC Learning

•	 Resources on peer-on-peer sexual abuse in education and healthy relationships | NSPCC Learning

•	 Keeping children safe in education - GOV.UK

•	 Working Together to Safeguard Children

•	 Teaching online safety in schools - GOV.UK
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https://www.csacentre.org.uk/research-resources/key-messages/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/research-resources/research-evidence/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/research-resources/practice-resources/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/research-resources/research-evidence/supporting-victims-survivors/support-matters/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/child-sexual-abuse
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/resources?topics=Sexualabuse24132
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2026/insights-intrafamilial-sexual-abuse
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection-schools/pants
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2025/summary-national-audit-group-based-child-sexual-exploitation-abuse
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/statistics-briefings/child-sexual-abuse
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/schools/resources-sexual-abuse-education-healthy-relationships
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-online-safety-in-schools/teaching-online-safety-in-schools
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Allegation of Sexual Abuse, Sexual Assault or Rape (Recent or Historical) involving a child or young 
person (under the age of 18 years).

ACUTE CASES - (Sheffield Children's SARC) - no strategy meeting required prior to medical assessment

Police to contact Sheffield Children's SARC for any ACUTE sexual abuse cases (still within forensic window).

Monday - Friday

9am - 5pm - Call the SARC, Safeguarding Support Unit (0114 226 7803)

5pm - 9pm - Call SCH Switchboard (0114 271 7000).  
Ask for the Consultant on Call for Sexual Abuse (SARC)

(Referrals need to be received before 6pm for a child/young person to be seen that day.  
Later referrals will be seen the following day.

Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holidays

Call SCH Switchboard on 0114 271 7000. Ask for the Consultant on call for sexual abuse, SARC

(Referrals need to be received before 5pm I order for a child/young person to be seen that day.  
Later referrals seen the following day.)

Initial Strategy Meeting Request

A Strategy Meeting should be held and invite sent to the Safeguarding Children Inbox  
(hyp-tr.safeguardingchildren@nhs.net). Acute cases must not be delayed pending the scheduling of a strategy 
meeting. Anlaby Suite staff will review the paperwork and attend the Strategy Meeting if it meets threshold. 
Anlaby Suite staff will attempt to attend strategy meetings for Acute cases and non-recent cases. In addition, 
Sheffield Children's SARC should be invited to meetings for Acute cases.  
SCH, cau (SHEFFIELD CHILDREN'S NHS FOUNDATION TRUST) cau.sch@nhs.net

Non-Recent Cases - Anlaby Suite

Monday to Friday (08:30 hours to 16:30 hours)

To book Non-Recent Child Protection Medical Appointments at Anlaby Suite (Humberside SARC), Police or 
Children's Care should contact the Anlaby Suite (Humberside SARC) by telephone at  
01482 311084 or 01482 311086. During the course of Section 47 enquiries, appropriately trained and 
experienced paediatricians will undertake a medical assessment in a timely manner to ensure the child's safety 
and well-being.

Appendix 1: SARC Pathway 

Professional Referral Pathway for Sexual Assault into a Childrens SARC
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