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North Lincolnshire recognises that disabled children face additional and sometimes hidden 
vulnerabilities. Disability can increase dependency on others, create communication 
barriers, and heighten the risk of isolation. These factors require heightened professional 
curiosity, skilled assessment and coordinated multi-agency safeguarding response. 

North Lincolnshire is committed to actively reflecting on learning from ongoing quality 
assurance activity. Policies and procedures will be routinely reviewed and updated to ensure 
they remain effective, consistently applied, and fully aligned with practice, legislation, and 
emerging learning. 

Safeguarding disabled children is a core safeguarding responsibility across the partnership 
and remains a standing priority within governance arrangements. 

North Lincolnshire will: 
• Identify children with disabilities early and offer timely support to children and their 

families to build resilience, reduce pressure within caring roles and prevent escalation of 
need. 

• Ensure that all practitioners understand the additional vulnerabilities disabled children 
may face, including the risk of cumulative harm and the potential for disability to mask 
indicators of abuse or neglect. 

• Deliver multi-agency Safeguarding Disabled Children training to continue the 
development of professional curiosity, escalation and the quality of safeguarding 
assessment and planning. 

• Equip children and young people with disabilities, and their families, to raise concerns 
confidently and access support where they feel unsafe. 

• Support all children to express their views and experiences in ways that are meaningful 
to them, using adapted and accessible communication methods where required. 

• Expect practitioners to actively seek, evidence and respond to the lived experience of 
disabled children, particularly where communication needs are complex. 

• Maintain robust safeguarding oversight where disabled children access commissioned, 
short break or residential provision, ensuring that safeguarding standards are clear and 
monitored. 

• Monitor safeguarding effectiveness through multi-agency audit, performance scrutiny, 
learning from local and national reviews, and engagement with children and families. 

• Maintain effective and challenging multi-agency governance oversight of how well 
disabled children are protected from harm, with clear accountability for improvement 
actions. 

• Respect and support informed choice and dignity within end-of-life planning, ensuring 
that safeguarding responsibilities remain child-focused and proportionate. 
 

North Lincolnshire is committed to ensuring that disabled children are protected, heard and 
supported, and that safeguarding practice continues to strengthen over time. 

 


